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I am a franger in the earth, hide not thy 
commandments * me. 


AN is mortal! Life is ſhort, 
even the longeſt life. It is never 
. ſecure. When we think ourſelves 
leaſt in danger of death, it may be cloſe 
to us. Providence often calls upon us to 
be mindful of our latter end; ſo frequent 
and conſtant are the inſtances of mor- 
tality around us. Sometimes we ſee in- 
fants cut off, who juſt opened their eyes 
as it were upon the world, and then 
cloſed them in death: Childhood and 
youth are often ſeen laid in the grave: 
Maturity of age, and ſtrength of nature, 
are no preſervatives againſt the ſtroke of. 


death: And what has old age before it, 


but the proſpect and approach of a diſſo- 
lution? If we were more thoughtful of 
death, I believe we ſhould be more care- 
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ful and wiſe in the conduct of life. Let 
us attend, therefore, ſeriouſly to what 
David ſays in the text; each of us may, 
and ſhould apply it to himſelf. Though 
there might be ſome reaſons, ariſing from 
the particular condition and circumſtan- 
ces of the Pſalmiſt, upon account of 
which he repreſents his ſtate to be that of 
a ſtranger or ſojourner ; there are other 
reaſons of a more general nature, comman 
to him and the reſt of mankind. And, in 
ſeveral other places of Scripture, we find 
this image made uſe of in the deſcription 
of human life. 


Let the text then be taken in this view, 
and thus extenſive in its meaning, deſign, 
and application; let us conſider it with 
regard to ourſelves : The conſideration, if 
you be ſerious, if you bring it home to 
your own breaſts, ſaying, What am I by 
my condition in the world? a ſtranger !— 
What is my duty under this character? 
To live as a ſtranger, not as if I were at 
home; to provide for a happy _— 
in that ſtate to which I am going; t 
keep my eye upon Canaan, while I am 
travelling through the wilderneſs ; if the 

conſideration 
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conſideration of our being ſtrangers upon 
earth be ſo applied, we ſhall not be diſ- 
pleaſed to have our thoughts directed into 
this channel. We may profit by our pre- 
ſent meditations upon this ſubject. We 


may learn hence, what notion of life we 


ought to entertain, how to regulate our 
paſſions and purſuits with regard to the 
world, and what is (or ought to be) our 
chief concern. And herein is wiſdom in- 
deed ; this is one of the moſt important 
parts of it. How ready are we, how 
common is it to grow very fond of life, 
to be as anxious about the ' pleaſures and 
enjoyments of it, and as eager, as if its 
continuance were not a thing to be queſ- 
tioned; as if the wheels of nature and 
time were under our. command; as if we 
were ſure that to-morrow ſhould be as this 
day, and much more; that if to-morrow 
brought with it any change, that change 
would only multiply, or heighten our en- 
Joyments. And yet what is life? A va- 
pour, diſperſed with a breath of wind 
blowing upon it; it * is graſs that groweth 
up in the morning, in the evening is cut 
down and withereth; —it is as a river, 
that Mn away with an equal and conſtant 
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currency, or with the rapidity of a flood. 


The frailty of life is to be learned from the 


obſervations of every day ; but, unhappy 


for us, the frequency and familiarity of 
inſtances of mortality too generally take 


off from the due impreſſion and influence 
of them: We look on, perhaps, but paſs 
by on the other ſide.— The ſhortneſs and 
uncertainty of life is a common theme: 
And what more proper? Is there any 
other of more univerſal concern ; any of 
greater importance ; any that can ſuggeſt 
to us more uſeful matter of inſtruction ? 
And do not we want often to have this 
awful truth held up to the view of our 
minds? | 


We have ſome of us lately followed to 
the ſepulchres of the dead an aged ſer- 
_ vant of God, and a worthy member of 
this chriſtian ſociety; one whoſe mind 
was early formed to the knowledge of 


God, and of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and 


Saviour; whoſe heart, when in youth, 
was open to the «impreſſions of religion, 
which no temptations, either from the 
men or things of the world, could efface or 


weaken. As he advanced from youth to 
manhood, 
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© 1 
manhood, religion and virtue took faſter 
hold, both of his head and of his heart: 
Habits were formed conformably to his 
ſentiments and diſpoſitions. To the open 


profeſſion he joined the ſteady practice of 
religion : He was what he ſeemed to be, 
within as without; experiencing the 
power, as well as appearing in the form of 
godlineſs; ſincerely deſirous therefore, and 
not only deſirous, but zealous to promote 
the fear of God, and the practical (not 
the ſpeculative and controverſial) faith of 
Jeſus, as far as inſtruction, reaſoning, 
exhortation, perſuaſion, and good exam- 
ple could ſerve to this end. In his fa- 
mily, as in his own life, was to be ſeen 
that he had religion at heart. To ſow, and 
having ſown, to water the ſeeds of it in 
the minds of thoſe who were deſcended 
from him, as long as that was needful, 


Was his daily care: They remember it 


with a thankful veneration of his memory ; 
they remember it in the moſt acceptable 
and uſeful manner. That order and ac- 
knowledgment, which a juſt ſenſe of God 
and Providence exacts from the maſter 
and governor of a family, he regularly 
maintained; When morning returned 


with 
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with its cheerful light, and nature had 
received the appointed recruits of reſt, 
he and his houſhold fell down before 
God, and devoutly. praiſed him and pray- 
ed to him: When the employments of the 
day were at an-end, he called them again 
to the throne of God's grace, to join in 
the devotions of the evening, acknow- 
ledging in this moſt reaſonable, and ac- 
ceptable, and profitable manner, their de- 
pendance upon God's providence, and 
their obligations to his goodneſs, from 
whoſe protection comes the ſafety of the 
day, from whoſe bounty the ſupply of 
our daily wants; and at the ſame time to 
commit himſelf and thoſe of his houſe- 
hould, to his watchful care, who never 
flumbers nor ſleeeps, while reſting upon 
their beds, and ſeeking the refreſhment of 
their bodies from ſleep and repoſe. Should 
God withhold his tice, the follow- 
ing night will be your laſt; from the 
ſhades, and darkneſs, and filence, and 
inſenſibility of it, you will go down to 
the ſhades of death, and paſs to the filent 
tomb, where is no work nor wiſdom. If 
it ſhould be thought not very material to 
have made this particular mention of his 
| concern 
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„ 
concern about family religion, permit me 
to ſay, that the too frequent neglect of it 
was the occaſion and the reaſon; and it 
will give me no ſmall ſatisfaction, if the 
notice which I have taken of the conduct 
and example of our pious and departed 


friend, in this inſtance, may encourage 


and confirm thoſe who do not allow them- 
ſelves in the neglect of it, and lead others 


who have been negligent hitherto, to 


ſome ſerious thoughts and purpoſes con- 
cerning a duty which may be diſcharged 
with little difficulty. But it will be, ſay 
ſome, (in the morning, however) a loſs 
of time: Who replies thus? A loſs of 
time !—The objection is as ſenſeleſs as 
it is ungodly and ſhameleſs. Devotion 1s 
the nobleſt employment and improvement 
of life; men muſt be very buſy who have 
not a few minutes to ſpare for God and 


their duty; I am ſure that, in common, 
ſo full occupation as is inconfiſtent with 


allotting a few moments to the invocation 
of God, to prayer and praiſe, is too 
much ; ſuch attachment to the affairs of 
the world is more than becomes a wiſe 
man and a good chriſtian: Would we 
keep up a due ſenſe of religion ourſelves, 

retain 


610) 
retain it in our minds, and feel the im- 
preſſions of it upon our hearts, and mani- 
feſt the proper influence of it in our 
lives, we ſhall never ſpeak lightly, nor 
think lightly, or live negligently and in- 
differently with regard to family religion. 
Do we deſire to ſee the cauſe of God re- 
vive and prevail in the world, at leaſt to 
prevent the world from growing worſe, 
maintain family- religion. When the head 
of an houſhold has, in a few words of 
pious addreſs to God, recognized with 
gratitude the mercies of the day, confeſſed 
the offences of it, implored the pardoning 
mercy of God, and the continuance of 
his protection in the watches of the 
night; how much more compoſedly, and 
comfortably, and ſweetly may he lie down 
to reſt, hoping that God will preſerve 
him, than he who gives himſelf up to the 
flumbers of the night with no more of 
God in his thoughts, and devotion in heart, 


than if there were no God, or he were 


quite independant of the providence of 
God: When the maſter and his family 
behold the returning light of a new day, 
when he and they are betaking themſelves 
to their reſpectiue provinces and employ- 
ments, 
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eu) 
ments, might he not more reaſonably and 
cheerfully hope that God will protect and 
proſper him and them, if he _ hum 
bly and heartily aſked of God theſe 
mercies, than if he has omitted to do fo, as 
if he were too ſtout to ſupplicate God's 
favour, or too much engaged to have 
any time to ſpare for it, or thought it an 
indifferent and uſeleſs thing, which might 
be done or left undone, without any dif- 
ference of advantage or M ering Nr 
The conditions and circumſtances of 
perſons are very various, and there muſt 
be a judgment of diſcretion left to everx 
one; neceſſity is not ſubject to law, and 
mercy, charity, muſt take place of ſacri- 
fice: Their time is to ſome at their own: 
command ; to others there is little which 
they can ſpare from neceſſary buſineſs, 
and that proviſion for families, or even 
for their own perſons, which cannot be 
neglected in one caſe without manifeſt- 
injuſtice, and in the other not without 
cenſurable indiſcretion: Take care to pro- 
vide for your own, for your o./n houſhold; 
but do not let that proviſion exclude fa- 
mily devotion, if it can be avoided with-/ 
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612 
out great imprudence and apparent ineda- 


venience; no, not at any time, or under 
any circumſtances, with regard to which, 
when you reflect upon it afterwards, your 
reaſon "witl not excuſe and juſtify you, 
2 — will not condema 1 


There was another part of his conduct 
which fell under public obſervation, 
whereof ye arc all witneffes, and which, as 
an example in this particular worthy to 
be approved and imitated, I cannot omit 
to remark concerning that aged ſervant 
of God, who lately and literally ſlept the 
fleep of death; who * reſts from all 12 la- 
bours, whoſe works follow him; who is 
gone to be partaker of the joys and glories 
of the heavenly: ftate, while we are ſtrug- 
ling with difficulties, and are expoſed to 
dangers, and are ſubject to. pains and 
difcaſes, and are perpetually liable to 


errors and offences, that humble us 


and make our heart fad within us, and 
groan, being burdened. I muſt. farther 
retnark and remember concerning. him, 
the conftancy and complacency with 


which he attended God's ſanctuary. 


Hither he came from conſcience of duty, 
and delight in the diſcharge of it, till 


nature 
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nature was doo far broken to permit it : 
When he could no longer be here in per- 
ſon his heart was with you: When age, 
and the diſorder under which he had many 
years laboured, had not only reduced his 
ſtrength to weakneſs, had fot only in fo 
great a degtee enfeebled the body, but 
impaired the mind, ſhattered the memory, 
atid left Httle remaining of that under. 
Nariding and judgment which once he 
poſſeſſed, oceaſionally his ideas fell into 
the traces which once had been made by 
them; this happened often, in what re- 
tated to public worſhip ; and whenever 
theſe ideas were awakened in his mind, 
with the kindred-affettions immediately 
excited in the hetift, ke remembered Zion, 
and expreſſed His concern to thofs about 
Vim for the worthip of God's houls. 


His charity accompanied his viety 3 his 
 alms came up with his prayers, as a memo- 
nal before God: As theſe were often done 
in ſceret, only wiſhing for God s approba- 
tron, who: ſeeth in 3 I ſhall: leave 
them to the fectecy and filence that at- 
tended them; tlie great day will reveal 
* "Oy" ſet our Feeret virtues; no lefs 

aan B 2 _ than 


n) 
than our vices, «in 2 the. üsht of God's 


_ countenance.” 


His character for integrity and ability, as 
well as diſpoſitions to charity, was ſo early 
eſtabliſhed, that while he was even in the 
younger parts of life, a Lady of this 
city, who, from the zeal ſhe bad for the 
cauſe of religion and chriſtian liberty, 
founded one of the nobleſt charities that 
has, and by her inſtructions ought to 
have, a particular regard to this county, 
and more particularly to this congrega- 
tion, (of which ſhe long was an honour- 
able member) thought proper to conſti- 
tute him one of her truſtees; this more 

than fifty years ago: In that truſt none 
who were joined with him, or have ſince 
been added to him, or ſhall follow him, 
could, or can be more diligent and faith= 
ful in the execution. 
5 | ir ELEC £143 © lG 
In all the ae of life he conſidered 
the reſpective duties of them; theſe he 
diſcharged with conſcience, and therefore 
with conſtancy and conſiſtency. From 
the ſervicęs and the ſorrows, the i imper- 
ſections and the 8 of this life, 
prolonged 


( 15) 

prolonged - to old age, God has been 
pleaſed to call him to the perfection and 
bleſſedneſs of the life to come: And few 
chriſtians have ever had an cafier paſſage 

from earth to heaven, throu gh the dark 
valley of the ſhadow: of death, than was 
granted to him. Nature is tender, and 
apt to melt; but reaſon will ſay to thoſe, 
whoſe relation to the deceaſed occaſions a 
particular concern in them, reſtrain your 
tears, why do you weep? The perſon 
whoſe memory you honour, had not only 
attained to threeſcore years and ten, the 
term of human life, (to which few, in 
compariſon, arrive) but he had attained 
to fourſcore years almoſt; not ſo much 
by reaſon of any conſtitutional ſtrength, 
as in conſequence of great regularity and 
moderation in his manner of living. And 
in theſe years of old age what did he find? 
What the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of, and moſt 


will find in ſuch advanced years, labour rl. U 1 


and ſorrow. Can you grieve that he has 
laid down his burden? Could you deſire 
for him that he ſhould bend and groan 
beneath it longer : ? Will you mingle your. 
tears with his joys? Can you mourn that 
he, inſtead of . any —_ is 
aig. <1 | 2 where 
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hy 
where his heart always was, in Neven, 
and there bleffed with the fulnefs of 
Joy, and pleafures for evermore ? Where. 
Wenne. * 


In diſcourfing of the text 1 mall, (0 
T hope "Oy be of ſome uſe to all here 


prefent) 


I. Confider 2 Ride the | 
 *ontained in it, of the — Kats 
of mankind: They are ſojourners 
and firangers open the earth.” I 
"hall __ | | 


n. That his 2 woe ated | juſt 1 
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I. What is our duty in conſequence 
* this condition and character. 


1. In this world we are HOES and 
Nerangers — ſuch is the preſent Rate of all 
man ind and not of the Fami alone. 


- True it is, there was a been be 
had -no fixed habitation, when he Sw 


driven 
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veral paſſages of Scripture where the ge- 


(17) 
driven by bis enemies (cruel enemies | 
unnatural enmity ) from place to place: 
But is this the whole truth; bad the 


| Pſalmiſt a reference to this and no more ? 


No, certainly: And, if I judge right, 


this is evident from a compariſon of the 
text with another paſſage in one of the 


Pſalms of David: Hear my prayer, O 
Lord, and give ear unto my cry; hold 
not thy peace at my tears: for L am a 
ſtranger with thee, and a ſojourner, as 
all my fathers were: - They were not all 
baniſhed and perſecuted from one place to 
another as he was, but in the world: they 
had no continuing city, they looked upon 


= themſelves as fojourners, and, under the 


perſuaſion and influence. of this, like wiſe 
men and good men, they ſought a city, 
which has foundations, whoſe builder and 
maker is God.” I could direct you to ſe- 


neral condition of mankind is thus repre- 
ſented. St. Peter writes thus, I beſeech 
you, as ſtrangers and pilgrims, abſtain 
from fleſhly luſts.”-—But 1 will produce 
no other, it is not needful : I might like-: 
wife, if it were required, or would be 


uſeful, ſhow you that, among ſome'of the 
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(18) 
beſt- writers, who had nature alone for 
their guide and inſtructor, we meet with 
an application of the ſame ſimilitude to 
the ſame ſubject; and it is not only n 
proper one, but there is in it ſomewhat 
particularly expreſſive and affecting; there 
is ſimplicity as wall: by aun, . ne; 
with Py 

4 3 

1. In this wank: our | continuance is 

* to a narrow compaſs of time, 
and is as uncertain as 8 
+ We cannot * W the place of our 
abode, though too many are apt to fix 
their hearts upon ſuch enjoyments as they 
find here; ſo many things offer to engage 
their attention and affection, that they are 
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is wholly taken up with them, and forget 
3 their condition; though this be not their 


home, they would be glad to have it ſo: 

If you ſeek your happineſs here, you muſt 

not expect to find it afterward. Should 
one, who ſets out upon a journey of 

great conſequence to him, and which has 

its dangers, grow fond of every object 

that occurs to his view and is agreeable 

to o him, and divert perpetually from the 

7 road 


( 19) 
road that leads to the end of his journey, 


1 nay, grow quite « careleſs and unconcerned 


about his journey and main buſineſs : 
Would you commend that man? Would 
you not condemn him? Apply this as you 
ought,” and then ſay whether you do not 
find too much cauſe often to condemn 
yourſelves, as having much more love to 
the world, complacency in it, and ſoli- 
citude about it, than is agreeable to your 
character, as * ſojourners upon the earth,” 
'who muſt 1 in 4 little while leave it, and 
enter into an eternal ſtate, where the re- 
tribution will be according to our conduct 


in this ſtate of diſcipline and probation. 


We are here upon earth but for a few 
years at moſt ; even your days may be 
numbered, and that pumber may be very 
ſmall ; willing or unwilling, prepared or 
unprepared, we ſhall ſhortly go hence, 
„go the way from whence we ſhall not 
return ;”—In that way all muſt walk for- 


ward, no one comes back. 


Few live to be old; and among them. 
who do, how much fewer find pleaſure 
in theſe Jatter days of life? In their full 
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( 20) 
ſtength how many do we ſee cut off by 
the terrible enemy, who ſhakes his glaſs, 
and ſhews how few ſands remain to run, 
and carries his ſcythe with him. Youth 
is for the moſt part ſanguine and gay; but 
it is vanity ; without religion it is deſpe- 
rate folly. Young perſons too eaſily ima- 


gine that nothing can hurt them ; it is 


ſpring with them, winter is at a remote 
diſtance : Are there no blaſts to be found ? 
Did you neyer heat of the bloom of ſpring 
being cut off, and what was fair and freſh 
in the morning withering before night ? 
If you are reſolved not to think, it mat- 
ters not what is ſaid; it'is at your peril : 
But if you want any evidence to ſatisfy 
you that childhood and youth are vanity, 
one viſit among the tombs will be ſuf- 
ficient ; read what they report, and you 
will find, aſhes to aſhes and duſt to duſt 
of thoſe who were as 28 and younger 
than 22 


Diſeaſes !—how numerous are they; 
how little ſignifies, very often, the ſkill 
of the phyſician to remove them, or re- 
ſtrain their progreſs ? Accidents ! —how 
frequent 


( 21 ) 


frequent and unavoidable by any prudence 
or power ? 


And now, ſince life is ſo ſhort, and fo 
precarious too; ſince this flower, once 


cloſed, opens no more, are we not with 


great juſtice repreſented as * 
upon the earth?“ 


4 Anſwerably to the condition of ſo- 


journers and ſtrangers, we are ſubject to 


many inconveniences and evils. 


They * find, or endeavour to make 
things about them agreeable where they 


dwell, are not ſurprized if, while abroad, 
and moving continually from place to 
place, many things are otherwiſe. Tra- 
vellers muſt look for the fare that uſually 
is attendant upon ſuch: Man is born 
to trouble. And our bleſſed Saviour, 
you know, ſays to his followers, In the 
world ye ſhall have tribulation, but be of 
good cheer.” 


Our preſent ſtate is commonly unquiet, 
as well as unſettled; it has its pleaſures, 


it has its pains too ; there are thorns as 
D 2 well 
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well as roſes. Sometimes the pains and 
ſufferings are ſo ſharp, as to exereiſe the 
faith and patience of God's childeten:- 11 
would not,” ſays one of his moſt ancient 
ſervants, ** I would not live always: let 
me alone, for my days are vanity.” 


There is a great diverſity in the circum- 
ſtances of mankind; ſome are proſperous, {| 
others afflicted; ſome are ſmiling, others | 
are ſighing ; ſort are mourning, others 
are dancing. Providence a&s with perfect 
wiſdom and goodneſs too; it has its 
myſteries now, hereafter the revolutions 
of it ſhall fie open to be read; and 
while we read we ſhall in every page, 
and in every line, find reaſons to admire 
and adore. You wonder, perhaps, to ſee 
piety clothed with poverty, religion per- 
. ſecuted, virtue in affliction, vice in pro- 
5 ſperity, the wicked triumphing over the 
. juſt; you are ready to cry out, are theſe the 
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4 ways of God to men, of a righteous and 
Ws | gracious God? Why are the excellent of 
= - the earth no more befriended ? Why not 


honoured ? Wait a little; leave to God the 
government of his own world, he will at 
laſt * his perfections, vindicate his 
cauſe, 


* 
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X cauſe, reward his friends, puniſh his ene- 
mies, and filence all complaints and ca- 
vis. We are ſtrangers: When we come 
to our father's honſe we ſhall love him 
and praiſe him for all his diſpenſations, 


even ſuch as were moſt difcouraging as 


well as unſearchable, painful as well as 
* 


3. This life hath reſpect to a life to 
4 we are ſojourners and ſtrangers in 
this world, for we belong to another, 


where are proper rewards for the righteous 


and puniffi ments for the wicked. 


| When we die (and from this ie 
is no diſcharge) is there an end of our 


exiſtence? To wicked men this is the beſt 


thing that could happen ; but how melan- 
choly and mortifying a thought to good 
men : Tremble, ye ſinners, for there is 
a world and a judgment to come! Lift 
up your heads and baniſh ſorrow from 
your hearts, ye righteous, for God hath 
prepared ſuch things for you as eye 


hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither Rath 


it entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive.“ 


at 
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How few live to another world, as if 
they had a lively faith, and entertained 
moſt ſerious thoughts of it ? How many 
to this world, as if it were their home, 
their all, and they had nothing to fear, or 
hope, or mind, beyond it? The ſervant 
of God keeps another world in his eye ; 
his conduct is influenced and formed by 
His faith ; when the world ſmiles upon 
him, he remembers all the while that he 
is a ſtranger in it; when it frowns, and af- 
 Aliftion hangs heavy upon him, he ſays, 
Let the rod ſmite me, I will kiſs it, 
and turn to him that ſmiteth.—There 
is a reft remaining for the people of 
God.” —I will labour by all means in my 
power to enter into. it—and my hopes 
thall adminiſter comfort to my ſoul. 


Having finiſhed the firſt head, I pro- 
to a 


u. viz. To aſcertain the fact, if need 
be, that we are ſtrangers upon the earth, 
and to vindicate in this conſtitution the 
divine perfections. 


* 


JF W 


( 25 ) 


1 will leave the truth of the fact to what 


you ſee, to what you feel of mortality 


within yourſelves ; obſervation and ex- 


perience are witneſſes that cannot deceive. 


The life of man, before the flood, was 


extended to a conſiderable length ; it gra- 
dully contracted afterward, and now, the 


number, comparatively, is ſmall, of thoſe 
who attain to threeſcore years and ten. 
Alas! what we want is not fo much to 
be convinced of the truth in this caſe, as 
to be excited to a proper improvement of 
it. A death-bed (and that is a bed for us 


all) is ſo gloomy and ſo terrible, that men 


ö do not commonly chuſe to approach it, 


not even turn their thoughts towards it: 
Is it leſs certain, leſs important, leſs aw- 
ful, becauſe we turn off our eyes and our 
thoughts from it? My anſwer is not ne- 
ceſſary, common ſenſe will give you an 
anſwer. Here we are ſojourners, here we 
are probationers : The other world, for 


which we were formed, and to which we 


are haſtening, will be a ſcene of joy un- 
ſpeakable, and full of glory,” or of miſery 
and deſpair, as our habits contracted in 
this world are, and our works have been. 
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This is God's conſtitution and adminiſtra- 1 


tion. with pelt 10 man, his creature. 
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What bas any men 10 object to this ? I 


When God gives being to a creature it is 


a favour, and that being may be commu- | 


nicated far a longer gr a ſhorter time, as 
he pleaſes; Goodneſs, I will admit, nay 
juſtice ſeems to require, that np creature 


be ſo. framed, OE gircumſtanced, as to be I 
unavoidably unhappy through the whole 


of its exiſtence, or whoſe diſadvantages, 
for the attainment of happineſs, exceed 
his advantages; we muſt, therefore, take 
into our conſideration, not only what a man 
enjoys or what: he ſuffers here, but what 
he is made capable of, and intended for, 
and what will be the conſequence of hig 
actions - hereafter. The ſuppoſition. of a 
ſtate of trial and diſcipline hath, ſurely, 
nothing in it inconſiſtent with the divine 


perfactions, when the advantages for good - 


neſs, virtue, and happineſs, are equal, 
are ſperior to the Gſadranteges. 


Again : We ſhould conſider, that na- 
tural evil is the conſequence of moral, and 


> to be remedial ; ; that the intro- 
duction 
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duction, of pain, ſickneſs, and death into 


the world, followed the introduction of 


ſin: T is rightegus, tis wiſe, tis gracious, 
on fin, for this is: the moſt. likely me- 
thod to prevent it, or to prevent the pro- 
* of it.—1 came d * 


III. "Abi: laſt W ny «We are A 
upon earth.” What then is our duty and 
diſcretion ? I will anſwer, by holineſs of 
heart and life to prepare for another 
world. We ſhould pray as the Pſalmiſt 


1 did: Hide not thy commandments 


from us. Lord, this is no abiding- 
« place, heaven is my home. Enlighten 
% my mind, give me wiſdom to know thy 
« will, and ſo to order. my converſation 
* as. becomes an inhabitant of this world 
« for a ſhort time, Who ſtands rebated, to 
another.“ 


% + 


-- 


Mor: py wy kinds of. knowledge e are 5 
cultivated moſt afliduouſly. Shell we 
lightly prize the knowledge of religion, 
which ſtands in connexion with our well 
being and happineſs for ever? © Teach me 
* ſtatutes, n a 5 
. ' We 
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We ſhould pray to God to diſpoſe us 
ſteadily and cheerfully to practiſe what he 
diſcovers to us to be our duty. The will 
is a power of human nature that ſtands 
no leſs in need of aſſiſtance from above 
than the underſtanding ; but that aſſiſt · 
ance is a different thing from violence: 
When we know his will, happy are we, 
happy ſhall we for ever be if we do it, 
and not otherwiſe. | y 


Beg of ; God that he would teach and 
enable you to maintain ſuch an indifference 
to the world, as may reaſonably be ex- 
pected from thoſe who forget not that 
they are ſojourners in it, that proſperity 
may not render them vain, giddy, proud, 
and confident; that adverſity may not too 
far depreſs them; that plenty may not be 
productive of intemperance, prodigality, 
luxury, ſenſuality, and lead them off from 
God inſtead of leading to him ; that po- 
verty may create no murmur and impa- 
tience, or be a temptation to what is diſ- 
honeſt; that as riches increaſe they may 
be wiſer than to ſet their hearts upon 
them; that covetouſneſs may find no ad- 
mittance into their hearts, to contract and 

1 harden 
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harden them ; that in times of ſorrow and 
ſuffering they may ** poſſeſs their ſouls in 


patience,” in peace, and in comfort; that 


they may mind religion as their main con- 
cern, and, by obedience to the command 
ments of God, be prepared for the enjoy- 
ment of him. Such was the prayer of 


David, ſuch ſhould ours be, unleſs we 


think that we ſtand leſs in need of it than 
he did. 


| F _ what we have heard let us, 


1. All of us be perſuaded to live re- 
ligiouſly, - to practiſe obedience to the 
commands of God, under the power of 
all ſuitable affections. 


The perſuaſion has our greateſt intereſt 
in view ; the language is, Do what provi- 
dence directs and duty requires; do this 
and be happy in time and to eternity : 
Think, and you will perceive that what is 
ſaid is right. If you will not hearken now, 
I am confident you will wiſh you had done 
ſo when you come to die : Conviction then 
will be attended with confuſion and con- 
ſternation, In ſo plain, fo important a 
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matter, why will you delay? % We be⸗ 
ſeech you by the mercies of God; we 
warn you by © the terrors of the Lord. 
Hear the voice of God, for that calls; 
hear, and thus live quietly, die comfort 
ably, and be happy eternally: Lite, 
death, things preſent, things to come, 
* all will then be conan 


4 "Tas us cs employ our minds in 
meditations upon the vanity of the world, 
the uncertainty of this life, the eternity 
of the life to come. 

Nothing ſo lkely to fortify us agai inſt 
temptations; theſe reflections will a 
us as a fort of armour againſt the darts 
which may be ſhot at us by our ſpiritual 
enemies; they will recoil, not faſten and 
wound. Turn away thine eyes from 
beholding vanity, and do not grow too 
fond of the world, which offers pleaſure 
as an allurement, but often repays its vo- 
taries with pain, and proves a ſcene of 
vexation. Yes, ſays the Chriſtian, its 


fair promiſes ſhall not blind me, its 
charms ſhall not corrupt me, its enjoy- 


66 ments ſhall not enſlave me; l am a fo-: 
: « jQUrner 
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„ jqurner in it, and God forbid that this 
= 

1 


« ſhould; eſtrange my heart from him: 


My converſation ſhall be in beaven,— 

there my treaſure is, there ſhall my heart 
X « be alſo.—I would be cheerful, but yet 
c thoughtful; I would be ſerious, though 
X *« not ſullen: I will follow them who 


« were followers of Chriſt ; if Iam young, 


3 | « this (with the help of God) will I do; 
X << if I am of riper years, and have hitherto 
been unmindful of God, and unconcern- 


«ed for my ſoul, I will immediately re- 
* pent and reform: If I have been negli- 
gent in time paſt, I will be diligent in 
time to come.”  Piety is Iovely and ho- 


nourable in every age and condition of 


life: When from younger years it is prac- 
tiſed uniformly and delightfully, without 
ſuperſtition, without any mixture of bi- 


| gotry to ſtain the profeſſion of religion, 


with charity of ſentiment, diſpoſition, and 
action, it conſtitutes a character moſt ve- 
nerable and amiable. An hoary head is 


a crown of glory, if it be found in the 
way of righteouſneſs.” And ſuch was that 


which a few days ago was laid in the 
grave; which knowledge once enlighten- 
ed, in conſequence of a liberal education 

= 
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iſh, 


at firſt, and much application to reading 

and ſtudy afterward, as long as there was 
ent to diſtingu 
to tetain; knowledge enlightened the 


and memory 


underſtanding, and the beſt affections i in- 
Hamed the heart. 


When one of this as levee thi 
world, it isa public loſs. 
due to his memory, I have thrown in a 


There is a,debt 


mite or two to the diſcharge of it; the 


trueſt reſpect / is, to imitate what was moſt 
That head, which 
knowledge once replenithed, and righte- 
oufneſs adorned, ſhall not always ſleep in 
the duſt of the earth; a time will come 


worthy of imitation. 


when he ſhall ſpring to life again, to im- 


mortal life, to a life of unutterable feli- 
city; then ſhall thoſe lips, which are now 
ſealed in the filence of death, be opened 
to everlaſting praiſe; and the body, which 
might fay to © corruption, thou art my 
father, and to the worm thou art my mo- 
ther and my ſiſter,” ſhall be changed 
into the 1 image ve Chriſt's glorious body.” 


O that men were wiſe,” 
ther world ; * that they underſtood theſe 


will for@o- 


things, 
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things 28, - „ (not hard to be underſtood) and 
would. conſider their latter end,” fo as to 
bas prepared for it whenever it comes: 
Which: G God, of his great mercy, grant 
| may be the happy caſe * every one in 
this audience. 


THE END. 
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